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Theme
● Return to the Lord & build the temple 
● Messiah is coming 
● Interwoven into these topics is the repeated

refrain that God rules history and Israel has a
blessed future

● Zechariah’s message is one of hope—God will
preserve a remnant throughout all Israel’s
trouble and the Messiah’s rule (spiritual) will be
universal (9:9-10; Ps. 72:8; Mt. 21:5)



 

 

“Zechariah”
● Means “Yahweh remembers”
● “Son of Berechiah, son of Iddo” (1:1, 7)
● Grandson of Iddo (Ezra 5:1; 6:14)

– Iddo, a leader, who returned with
Zerubbabel (Ezra 8:17; Neh. 12:4)

● He was young (2:4, na’ar, boy, lad, youth,
servant) and a contemporary of Haggai the
prophet, Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua
the high priest



 

 

Background
● God raised up Zechariah and Haggai to

encourage the returned exiles to rebuild the
Jerusalem temple (Ezra 5:1; 6:14) 

● The returned exiles allowed the enemies to
steal their hope for blessing and peace, but
Zechariah—whose name means “Yahweh
remembers”—reminded them that God
remembers his promises and encouraged the
returned exiles to complete the rebuilding of
the temple



 

 

Background

● Though the rebuilding process had begun
shortly after the exiles arrived in
Jerusalem (Ezra 3:8), the enemies
around Jerusalem were able to slow and
eventually stop the building process (Ezra
4:1-5)

● The temple sat unfinished for 16 years
from 536 BC until 520 BC



 

 

Background
● Zechariah prophesied from Oct./ Nov. 520 BC

to Dec. 7, 518 BC (1:1; 7:1)
– The prophecy came in Oct./Nov. 520 BC
– The first vision came Feb. 15, 519 BC (1:7) 
– The last date given is Dec. 7, 518 BC (7:1)

● Zechariah had three audiences: 
– Joshua, the high priest (3:1-10; 6:9-15) 
– Zerubbabel, the governor (4:6-9)
– All the returned exiles (7:4-7)



 

 

Key Words & Phrases

● Lord of hosts (53 times)
– 1:3-4, 6, 12, 14, 16-17, etc.

● Jerusalem (41 times) & Zion (9 times)
– Zion refers to the SE hill of Jerusalem;

poetically, the entire city
– 1:12, 14, 16-17, 19, etc.

● Angel & Angel of the Lord (20 times)
– 1:9, 11-14, 19; 2:3; 3:1 



 

 

Key Words & Phrases
● In that day (20 times)

– 2:11; 3:10; 9:16; 13:1-2; 14:4, 8-9, 20-21
● The word of the Lord (13 times)

– 1:1, 7; 4:6, 8, etc.
● Shepherd(s) (10 times)

– 10:2-3; 11:3-5, 8, 15-17; 13:7  
● Phrases introducing visions (8 visions)

– 1:8, 18; 2:1; 3:1; 4:2; 5:1, (5, 9); 6:1



 

 

Verses to Remember

● 3:8
● 4:6, 10→Ezra 3:12; Hag. 2:3
● 6:12-13
● 7:8-13
● 8:9, 16-19, 21-23
● 9:9-10
● 10:12



 

 

Verses to Remember

● 11:7-13→Ex. 21:32; Mt. 27:1-10
● 12:10
● 13:1-3, 6-7, 9
● 14:2, 4, 8-9→Jn. 4:10, 14; 7:38



 

 

Outline

● Eight visions (1:1-6:8)
● Joshua crowned (6:9-15)
● Fasting & Justice (chs. 7-8, esp. 7:9; 8:16)
● Two oracles about the future (chs. 9-14)

– Judgments associated with rejection of
the Messiah (chs. 9-11)

– Blessings associated with the Messiah’s
coming (chs. 12-14)



 

 

Outline by Chapter
Ch. 1: Vision 1—the rider and four horses;    

Vision 2—four horns and four craftsmen

Ch. 2: Vision 3—Surveyor, wall of fire and the 
   Lord's Coming

Ch. 3: Vision 4—Joshua cleansed

Ch. 4: Vision 5—the lampstand & olive trees 

Ch. 5: Vision 6—the flying scroll;           
Vision 7—the woman in the basket

Ch. 6: Vision 8—the four chariots; 
  Joshua crowned



 

 

Outline by Chapter
Ch. 7: Fasting without love for God & neighbor

Ch. 8: The Lord will return to Jerusalem; Build the 
temple; Love truth and peace (vv. 3, 9, 19)

Ch. 9: First oracle: Judgment on nations; 
deliverance of Israel

Ch. 10: The Lord gathers and blesses

Ch. 11: Judgment in preparation for the Messiah

Ch. 12: Second oracle: God rescues Jerusalem



 

 

Outline by Chapter
Ch. 13: Judgment for the false prophets and 

  unbelieving Israel, restoration for the 
  remnant

Ch. 14: The Messiah's Coming; the Lord will 
  fight against the nations; worship at  
  Jerusalem



 

 

Chapter 1 

● Vision 1—the rider and four horses
● Vision 2—four horns and four craftsmen 
● Summary: 

– God will restore Jerusalem and avenge her
enemies

– God rules history & Israel has a blessed
future

● Read Chapter 1



 

 

Chapter 1 



 

 

Chapter 1 
● God calls the people to return to him and not

be like their fathers (1-6) 
● 1st Vision—the rider on the red horse with a

red, sorrel and white horse behind him,
scouting the earth (7-11)
– The nations are peaceful, except Jerusalem

and Judah, whom the nations had scattered
● God will restore Jerusalem to peace and

prosperity (12-17)



 

 

Chapter 1 

● 2nd Vision—
● 4 horns: nations that scattered Judah, Israel,

and Jerusalem 
● 4 craftsmen: those who will destroy the horn

nations (18-21)



 

 

Chapter 1 



 

 

Chapter 2 
● Vision 3—Surveyor, wall of fire and the Lord

returns
● Summary: 

– God will enlarge Jerusalem and make it
safe, blessed and a blessing to nations

– God rules history and Israel has a blessed
future

● Read Chapter 2



 

 

Chapter 2 



 

 

Chapter 2 
● 3rd Vision—Surveyor, wall of fire and the Lord

returns
● A surveyor measuring the size of Jerusalem—

God will enlarge Jerusalem 
● Jerusalem will be without walls because the

Lord will be a wall of fire and dwell in her 
● The Hebrew people, the apple of his eye, are

to flee the Babylonians—God will plunder them 
● God will restore Judah and Jerusalem and

many nations will follow the Lord



 

 

Chapter 2 



 

 

Chapter 3 

● Vision 4—Joshua cleansed
● Summary: 

– God cleanses Joshua from sin for service
and Joshua's friends symbolize the coming
Messiah, the Branch and the Stone 

– God rules in the spiritual war 
– God rules history & Israel has a blessed

future
● Read Chapter 3



 

 

Chapter 3 



 

 

Chapter 3 
● 4th Vision—Joshua cleansed 
● Satan accuses Joshua of sin but the LORD

forgives and cleanses him (1-3) 
● The Lord dresses him in clean priestly clothes

and makes him high priest for the returned
people. He symbolizes forgiveness, spiritual
leadership of the nation, and Israel’s priest
nation status (4-7)

● Joshua’s friends represent a coming servant of
the Lord, the Branch—the Messiah (v. 8; 6:12
and Is. 4:2; 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15)



 

 

Chapter 3 
● The next symbol is the stone, another

prophetic title for the Messiah
– This speaks of Messiah’s coming (v. 9,

remove the iniquity of that land in one day)
and brings peace (v. 10, sit under the vine
and fig tree) 

– In Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45 the stone
symbolizes the Messianic kingdom which
will destroy the ruling kingdoms (four world
empires) and God's kingdom will stand
forever



 

 

Chapter 4 
● Vision 5—the lampstand, olive trees and

branches and God's Spirit 
● Summary: 

– God accomplishing his work through his
appointed leaders 

– God rules history & Israel has a blessed
future

● Read Chapter 4



 

 

Chapter 4 



 

 

 



 

 

Chapter 4 

● 5th Vision—the lampstand, olive trees and
branches and God's Spirit 

● The vision appears to be of a lampstand that is
fed oil from two olive trees (3, 11) 

● The work to be done must be done with God's
help, not by human power (1-6)

● God will remove obstacles (mountain) and
complete the temple (7-10)



 

 

Chapter 4 
● Zechariah then asks what the two olive trees

and the two olive branches are (11-12)
● They are the two anointed leaders, Joshua the

high priest & Zerubbabel the governor (13-14)
– Both were instrumental in completing the

temple, what might have seemed an almost
impossible task, if not for God's help



 

 

Chapter 4 



 

 

Chapter 5 

● Vision 6—the flying scroll 
● Vision 7—the woman in the basket
● Summary: 

– God will cleanse the land but later Babylon
(futuristically symbolic of Rome) will become
the seat of evil

– God rules history and Israel has a blessed
future

● Read Chapter 5



 

 

Flying Scroll (Chapter 5) 



 

 

Chapter 5 

● 6th Vision—the flying scroll (1-4)
● Symbolizes God’s righteous standards and his

judgments against evildoers in the land 
● The judgments are specifically directed against

stealing and false swearing



 

 

Wickedness (Chapter 5) 



 

 

Chapter 5 



 

 

Chapter 5 

● 7th Vision—the woman in the basket (5-11)
● The vision of the evil woman in the basket

symbolizes that God had restrained evil in
Judea at the present time 

● The woman is sent to Babylon (land of Shinar,
v. 11) where she will rule in her own temple 
– Pictures the restoration of Babylon in the

future as the center of evil (Revelation 17)



 

 

Chapter 6 

● Vision 8—the four chariots 
● Joshua crowned 
● Summary: 

– In the future God will judge Babylon, the
center of evil, but meanwhile Joshua as
priest and king represents the future
Messiah Priest King 

– God rules history and Israel has a blessed
future



 

 

Chapter 6 



 

 

Chapter 6 

● 8th Vision—the four chariots 
● Four chariots pulled by four horses 
● Represents judgment sent from God (5)
● They especially judge the nations in the north:

Babylon—Babylon was defeated by Persia (8) 
● In the future Babylon (Rome) will be a center

of evil (ch. 5)—and will fall to God’s judgment
● The four chariots conclude the eight visions



 

 

Chapter 6 

● After the eight visions Zechariah is instructed
to make a crown of silver and gold and crown
Joshua, the high priest (9-15) 

● Joshua was now the king and high priest in
Judea 

● He foreshadows the Messiah who will be the
greater branch and the final king and priest

● The historical reference is to Joshua, but
some statements within this section refer to
the greater branch, Messiah



 

 

Chapter 7 
● Question about fasting and mourning 
● The question posed by men of Bethel to the

priests and prophets in Jerusalem was
whether they should continue to mourn in the
fifth month (Ab—August) on the ninth day in
remembrance of the destruction of the temple
and in the seventh month (Tishri--October) in
memory of the death of Gedaliah (1-3)

● God’s answer was that they fasted and
mourned the past 70 years for themselves
instead of to honor and seek God (4-7)



 

 

Chapter 7 
● A further word from the Lord to Zechariah (8-

14) reminded the people that the Lord has
instructed the people to practice justice,
compassion, and kindness (9-10) 

● They refused and hardened their hearts (11-
12) 

● God called out to them through the prophets
and they would not hear, so when the people
called for help, the Lord did not listen—God
exiled the people (13-14)



 

 

Fasts of Mourning
(7:3-5; 8:19) 

● 10th Month—Babylonians sieged Jerusalem   
   (2 Kings 25:1-2)

● 4th Month—Babylonians breach Jerusalem's
 wall (2 Kings 25:3-7)

● 5th Month—Temple destroyed by 
 Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:8-9)

● 7th Month—Gedaliah was killed (2 K. 25:23-26)



 

 

Chapter 8 
● Promise: the Lord will return to Jerusalem

in the present and future 
● The theme continues: return to the Lord,

build the temple, Messiah is coming 
● Things the Lord will do in the present and

future are mixed in the prophecy 
● Some things will happen more

immediately but the complete fulfillment
will occur when the Messiah comes



 

 

Chapter 8 

● The Lord says he is zealous for Zion (2) 
● He will return and live in Jerusalem (3)
● There will be peace and joy (4-5)
● He will bring them back to their land (7-8)
● They will be his people and he will be

their God (8) 
● They are to build the temple (9)



 

 

Chapter 8 

● There will be peace and God will provide
abundantly for his people (10-12) 

● The house of Judah and Israel will be a
blessing (13) 

● The Lord will do good to them (15)
● God wants Judah to live righteously (16-

17) 



 

 

Chapter 8 

● Their feasts should be joyful instead of
mourning (18-19)

● Many people and mighty nations will
come to Jerusalem to seek the Lord (20-
22) 

● People will want to be identified with the
Hebrews (23)



 

 

Chapter 9 

● First oracle: Judgment on nations &
deliverance of Israel

● A message of judgment brought through
Alexander the Great in 333 BC upon
Syria (Hamath, v. 2), Phoenicia (Tyre and
Sidon, v. 2), and Philistia (Ashkelon,
Gaza, Ekron, and Ashdod, vv. 5-6) 

● All of this occurred as predicted (vv. 1-8)



 

 

Chapter 9 

● Coupled with God’s protection from
Alexander’s soon coming military sweep
to Egypt, the prophet calls for rejoicing
because their Messiah is coming and he
will bring the peace Israel has long been
seeking (9-10)

● God, in keeping with his covenant to
Israel, will deliver Israel from attacks (11-
17) “in that day” (16)



 

 

Chapter 9 

● This may refer to the Syrian attack in the
Maccabean period and a more complete
reference to the ultimate deliverance of
the faithful remnant of Israel by the
Messiah (Acts 2)



 

 

Chapter 10 

● First oracle continues: The Lord gathers
and blesses

● Judah is to ask the Lord for blessings (1)
because the teraphim (house idols),
diviners (fortune tellers) and leaders are
of no help (2-3)

● The Lord of hosts has visited (he will care
for, prosper and bless) Judah (3)



 

 

Chapter 10 

● The cornerstone, tent peg, and bow—all
symbols of strength and support—will
come from Judah (4) 
– These ultimately refer to the Messiah

who will come from Judah 
● Judah will fight the enemies and win

because the Lord will be with Judah (5)
● The Lord will recall Judah, Joseph, and

Ephraim and bless them (6-7)



 

 

Chapter 10 

● Judah is put for the southern kingdom
and Joseph and Ephraim for the northern
kingdom (6-7) 

● The Lord will strengthen, save, bring
back, have compassion, answer (6),
whistle and gather (8), redeem (8), bring
back, gather and into (10), strengthen
them in the Lord (12)



 

 

Chapter 10 

● All Israel will rejoice (7), become
numerous (8), remember the Lord (9), will
live and return (9), pass through (11), and
walk in the name of the Lord (12)

● Ultimately, walking in the Lord's name
appears to refer to those who will follow
Jesus the Messiah



 

 

Chapter 11 

● The first oracle focusing on judgment in
preparation for the Messiah’s return now
describes the devastation of Israel’s
forests (1-3) 

● After this the Lord has Zechariah play two
parts, a good shepherd (shepherds are
leaders) who the people reject (4-14) and
a foolish, destroying and worthless
shepherd (15-17)



 

 

Chapter 11 

● Zechariah actually did what this chapter
says and it appears that what he did as
the good shepherd and the evil shepherd
portrays the history of Israel, at least from
the death of Solomon on (Ezek. 34:2-4) 

● The shepherds over Israel had simply
used the people for their own gain while
the people were turned over to judgment
because of their rejection of the Lord (5-6)



 

 

Chapter 11 

● Zechariah removed three shepherds (8-9)
– Who they are we do not know
– If real men of his time, Zechariah

removed them 
– If beyond the history of Zechariah, they

may well stand for the spiritual
leadership of prophets, priests, elders
or kings (Jer. 2:8; Mt. 16:21; Lk. 9:22)



 

 

Chapter 11 
● The two shepherd staffs stand for what

Israel is rejecting and therefore loosing for
the time (7)
– Favor, no’am, means delightful and

indicates the shepherd's favorable
execution of his job

– Union/unity, hobelim, symbolizes the
northern and southern kingdoms 

– Due to Israel’s unbelief, Zechariah
broke the favor covenant (10-11)



 

 

Chapter 11 
● Since he was finished with the job of

shepherd, Zechariah received a slave’s
pay of 30 pieces of silver (Ex. 21:32), an
insulting wage, and threw it to the potter
in the temple (12-13) 

● Though this actually occurred with
Zechariah in his part as a shepherd, this
pointed to the betrayal price paid to Judas
(Mt. 27:3-10)



 

 

Chapter 11 
● Zechariah then broke the staff, Unity,

symbolizing the breakup of Israel into
north and south which occurred after
Solomon’s death (14) 

● Verses 15-17 symbolize an evil shepherd
– Foolish, uncaring, devouring and worthless
– This person will be attacked (17)
– Someone who devastates the flock of Israel,

(perhaps as in 2 Thess. 2:3-10; Rev. 13:1-8)



 

 

Chapter 11 
● Summary: in the future there will be two

shepherds, a good shepherd, the
Messiah (John 10) who will be rejected
and a bad shepherd who will be judged
(the one who opposes Messiah)



 

 

Chapter 12 
● Second oracle: God rescues Jerusalem 
● Zechariah now concentrates on the

coming of Messiah to rescue Jerusalem,
Judah and Israel 

● The Lord, creator of the heavens, the
earth and humanity now intervenes in
world history “in that day” (4, 6, 8, 9, 11)
to establish “the heavenly Jerusalem”
(Heb. 12:22-23) (1-9)



 

 

Chapter 12 
● God will “pour on the house of David and

on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit
of grace and supplication” (10)
– Acts 2:11, 17-18, 30, 33

● Judah and Jerusalem will at that time
recognize their Messiah and mourn
because they realize they had rejected
and crucified him
– Acts 2:36-37



 

 

Chapter 12 
● “In that day there shall be a great

mourning in Jerusalem” (11)
● “And the land shall mourn, every family by

itself” (12)
– Acts 2:5, 9-11, 37



 

 

Chapter 13 
● Judgment for the false prophets and

unbelieving Israel, restoration for the
remnant

● Summary: spiritual blessing for “the
house of David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem” (1)—forgiveness of sin,
removal of idols, judgment of false
prophets—God’s shepherd will be killed
and God's people scattered, yet a
remnant will be saved and serve God



 

 

Chapter 14 
● The Messiah's Coming
● The Lord will fight against the nations

– Perhaps spiritually or may be a
prophecy against the Roman Empire 

● Worship at Jerusalem



 

 

Chapter 14 
● Destruction of Jerusalem but remnant

spared (1-2; compare to Matthew 24)
● “For I will gather all the nations to battle against

Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses rifled,
and the women ravished. Half of the city shall go
into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not
be cut off from the city” (14:2)

● “And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days
will be shortened” (Mt. 24:22)



 

 

Chapter 14 
● “And in that day His feet will stand on the

Mount of Olives” (4)
– Acts 1:12
– Ps. 24:7-10

● “In that day: 'Holiness to the Lord'” (20)
– Heb. 12:14



 

 

Memory Verse Review
(Micah—Haggai) 

● Mic. 7:18a—“Who is...”
● Nah. 1:3a—“The Lord is...”
● Hab. 2:4b—“The just...”
● Zeph. 2:3—“Seek the Lord...” 
● Hag. 1:7—“Thus says...”



 

 

Memory Verse for
Zechariah 

6:12b

“Behold, the Man whose name is the
BRANCH!”
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