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Thessalonica in Macedonia
● By the first century AD, while Philippi was “a

leading city of the district of Macedonia” (Acts
16:12), the seat of administration, thus the
capital, was at Thessalonica

● Outline of the background of Thessalonica
– Background of Macedonia

● Brief history of the First, Second and Third
Macedonian Wars

– Roman control of Macedonia (including the
Via Egnatia) with Thessalonica as the capital



 

 

Background of Macedonia
● Macedonia or Macedon was an ancient

kingdom in the Balkan peninsula, located to
the north of the Greek states 
– (see map next slide)



 

 



 

 

Background of Macedonia
● Macedonia or Macedon was an ancient

kingdom in the Balkan peninsula, located to the
north of the Greek states
– When the Persians invaded Europe in the

early fifth century BC, the Macedonian kings
collaborated with them to keep their position

– However, Alexander I gave secret aid to the
Greeks who were attacked by Xerxes in 480
BC

– By the fourth century BC Macedonia was
practically part of the Greek world



 

 

Background of Macedonia
– Philip II (356-336 BC) made himself king of

Macedonia, the formerly independent city-
states of Greece



 

 

Background of Macedonia
– After Philip II was assassinated, his son

Alexander III (the Great) made the united
Graeco-Macedonian dominion the base for
his conquest of Western Asia and Egypt



 

 

Background of Macedonia
– With the division of Alexander's empire after his

death (323 BC), Macedonia soon became a
separate kingdom again

● The Macedonian kingdom first clashed with the
Romans when Philip V (221-179 BC) made a treaty
with Hannibal, a Punic Carthaginian commander,
during the Second Punic War

– Rome fought the Second Punic War (218–201
BC) contemporaneously with The First
Macedonian War (214–205 BC)

– The war against Philip V ended in stalemate



 

 

Background of Macedonia
● When the Second Punic War was over, the

Romans engaged in The Second Macedonian
War against Philip V
– The war ended with Philip V's rule being

confined to Macedonia and Rome declaring
itself the liberator and protector of the city-
states of Greece

● After Philip V's death, his son Perseus
became king of Macedonia



 

 

Background of Macedonia
● The Third Macedonian War (171–168 BC) was

fought between Rome and Perseus
– The Third Macedonian War ended in 168

BC with a Roman victory in Pydna, a city in
the coastal plain of southern Macedonia

● The Romans abolished the royal dynasty of
Macedonia and divided the kingdom into four
republics/districts in 167 BC

● In 149 BC Andriscus reunited Macedonia until
148 BC when the Romans defeated him, then
the Romans reduced Macedonia to a province



 

 

Roman Control of Macedonia
● To consolidate their hold on the new province

the Romans built a great military road, the
Egnatian Way (the Via Egnatia) in 145 BC
– At its greatest extent it connected Byzantium

with the Adriatic ports, about 696 miles
– This route was Rome's primary artery to the

east and Philippi was an important outpost
along the road 

– It was the route that Paul traveled from
Neapolis to Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia
and Thessalonica



 

 



 

 

Roman Control of Macedonia
● Macedonia became a base for the further

expansion of Roman power
– Augustus made it a senatorial province in 27

BC 
– In AD 15 the Romans combined Macedonia

with Achaia and Moesia to form one imperial
province but was handed back to the senate
in AD 44 with Thessalonica as the seat of
provincial administration (the capital) 



 

 

The Gospel in Macedonia
● The gospel reached Macedonia less than 20

years after Jesus' resurrection
● One of the earliest NT documents (perhaps

the earliest)—the first letter to the
Thessalonians—was sent about AD 50
– Paul, Silas and Timothy told the

Thessalonians, “we had previously suffered
and were shamefully mistreated at Philippi”
(1 Thess. 2:2a; Acts 16:19-24)

● But “we took courage in our God to speak to
you the good news of God in much agony”
(1 Thess. 2:2b) 



 

 

The Gospel in Thessalonica
● Overall, God's Word was not well received in

Thessalonica and those who welcomed the
gospel endured some measure of persecution
– 1:6; 2:14

● From Thessalonica they, or at least Paul, had
gone on to Athens (3:1)

● Attempts to return to Thessalonica had been
hindered (2:17-18)

● It appears Paul's letter was in lieu of a
personal visit



 

 

Historical Framework
● Acts 16:6-18:5 provides a historical framework

within which the Book of 1 Thessalonians can
be read with greater understanding

● Leaving Luke behind in Philippi (it appears),
Paul, Silas and Timothy continued their
westward journey along the Via Egnatia until
they reached Thessalonica, about 90 miles
from Philippi (Acts 17:1) 



 

 

Thessalonica
● Thessalonica was founded about 315 BC by

the Macedonian king Cassander and named
after his wife (a half-sister of Alexander the
Great)

● When Rome annexed Macedonia in 167 BC,
Thessalonica was made the seat of provincial
administration

● From 42 BC Thessalonica had the status of a
free city, governed by its own politarchs, “city
authorities”—five or six in number (Acts 17:6)



 

 

Thessalonica
– The term “politarchs” is well attested in other

writings (inscriptions, etc.) in reference to
city authorities of Macedonian cities 

● Used mainly of the Macedonian title for
the non-Roman magistrates who
maintained peace and order

● The title is found in numerous inscriptions;
the majority come from northern Greece
and some 40% from Thessalonica

● However, Acts 17:6, 8 are the only two
times it occurs in the Greek NT



 

 

Christians at Thessalonica
● “Some of them were persuaded” (Acts 17:4)

– Jason, “an unsung hero” (Acts 17:5-9) who
was persecuted for his faithfulness and
hospitality in “welcoming” (hupodechomai)
people like Paul (Acts 17:7)

– Aristarchus, who became Paul's traveling
companion and fellow-prisoner

● Acts 19:29; 20:4; 27:2
● Col. 4:10
● Philem. 1:24 



 

 

Background
● Acts 17:1-11

– From Philippi (Acts 16) Paul went through
Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica

– Paul's usual method of evangelism was to
go into the synagogues and engage
people with God's Word (1-2)

– Some were persuaded, some were not (4-5)
● Some will be persuaded if we will engage
enough people with the Scriptures

– The Christians were falsely accused (6-7)



 

 

Background
● Acts 17:1-11

– Upon release, the brothers at Thessalonica
immediately, during the night, sent Paul and
Silas out to Berea

● In comparison to those in Thessalonica,
the Bereans were more open-minded and
welcomed the word very promptly and;
willingly (“with all eagerness”—Acts 17:11;
9:2)



 

 

A Model Congregation
● Not perfect, but an example for us to follow
● 1 Thess. 1:1-10

– A faithful congregation (v. 3)
● “Work of faith” = action of faith = faith at work;
faith that works (Gal. 5:6; 2 Thess. 1:11)

● “Work of faith” = “you turned” (v. 9)
– A working congregation, a loving

congregation (v. 3)
● “Labor of love”: love working hard (Rev. 2:2; 14:13)
● “Labor of love” = “to serve” (v. 9) (Gal. 5:13)



 

 

A Model Congregation
– A patiently enduring, hopeful congregation (v. 3)

● “Patience of hope” = “Patient endurance/
perseverance/ steadfastness of hope”

● “Patient endurance” (Lk. 8:15; Rom. 2:7; 5:3-
4; Col. 1:11; 2 Thess. 1:4; 3:5; Heb. 10:36; 12:1)

● “Patience of hope” = “to wait” (v. 9)
–Rom. 8:24-25; 15:4-5

– A following congregation (v. 6)
● Mimetes: imitators, followers (1 Cor. 4:16;
11:1; Eph. 5:1; 1 Thess. 2:14; Heb. 6:12) 



 

 

A Model Congregation
– A word-welcoming congregation (v. 6)

● Dechomai: accept, receive, welcome 
–Some will not (Mt. 10:14; 2 Thess. 2:10)
–To welcome God's Word/Message is to
welcome Christ (Mt. 10:40)

–Some welcome God's Word with joy, but
do not establish themselves in the word
and so are faithful for a while but in a
time of testing they fall away (Lk. 8:13)

–Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; 1 Cor. 2:14; Gal.
4:14; 1 Thess. 2:13; Jas. 1:21



 

 

A Model Congregation
– A joyful congregation (v. 6)

● Joy of/from the Holy Spirit—joy resulting
from the welcoming and embracing of the
Holy Spirit's message, God's Word

● Their joy gave Paul, Silas and Timothy
great joy (2:19-20)

– An exemplary congregation (v. 7)
● Tupos: pattern, model, type 

–Acts 7:44; 2 Thess. 3:9; 1 Tim. 4:12;
Titus 2:7; 1 Pet. 5:3  



 

 

A Model Congregation
– An evangelistic congregation (v. 8)

● Instead of keeping God's Word to
themselves they were very active in
sounding out and echoing forth the word of
the Lord (also 2 Thess. 3:1)

● “In every place” (perhaps hyperbole, 2 Cor.
2:14; Rom. 1:8; Col. 1:6)

● A tremendous encouragement to Paul—
their faith was well-known because of the
magnitude of their evangelism (Later Paul
will boast of them, 2 Thess. 1:4)



 

 

A Model Congregation
– A waiting congregation (v. 10)

● Not waiting in idleness, but waiting for and
expecting the Lord's return

● They were busy speaking to friends,
neighbors and strangers about Jesus,
because they knew that what really
matters is being ready when Jesus comes
back!

● How well are we waiting, looking for and
expecting Jesus' return?



 

 

Memory Verse Review
(2 Corinthians—Colossians)

● 2 Cor. 8:9—“For you know...”
● Gal. 2:21—“I do not...”
● Eph. 4:4-6—“There is...”
● Phil. 1:27—“Only let...”
● Col. 1:18a—“He is...”



  

Memory Verse for 
1 Thessalonians

1:8

“For from you the word of the Lord has
sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith
toward God has gone out, so that we do

not need to say anything”
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