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Introduction
● We should know and understand the title of this book

– Many misunderstand it to be the Book of “Revelations”
● While Paul said, “I will go on to visions and

revelations of the Lord” (2 Cor. 12:1, NASB), he was
not speaking about the book we now study

● There is no “s” in the Book of Revelation
– Does the title in your Bible match the text of Rev. 1:1?

● “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
– “Revelation” translates ἀποκάλυψις (apokalupsis)

● An unveiling or revealing



 

 

1st Key
● The first two keys to unlock Revelation come from

the very first verse
● The Book of Revelation is a symbolic book

– “And He sent and signified it” (1:1; NKJV)
– “signified” translates σημαίνω (sēmainō)

● “to indicate by a sign, to signal; to indicate, intimate,
Jn. 12:33; 18:32; 21:19; to make known,
communicate, Acts 11:28; Rev. 1:1; to specify, Acts
25:27” (Mounce)

– Conveyed in signs and symbols



 

 

1st Key
– We must approach Revelation differently than we do

Matthew—Jude
● We take Matthew—Jude literally, unless the context

indicates that we take a passage figuratively
● In Revelation, we know from the first verse that we

are to approach it symbolically or figuratively, unless
the context indicates that we should take it literally

– The numbers and images are symbolic
● 144,000 (7:4; 14:1, 3)
● The dragon (12:3ff) and the two beasts (13:1ff)
● 666 (13:18)
● 1,000 (20:2-7)



 

 

2nd Key
● The Book of Revelation is written primarily about

things which must shortly take place
– “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him

to show His servants—things which must shortly take
place” (1:1) and “the time is near” (1:3)

● 2:16; 3:11; 22:6-7, 10, 12
– Not long and drawn out over thousands of years

– Soon to take place from whose perspective?
● From our perspective?
● From a future generation's perspective?
● From the perspective of those who first received the

book?



 

 

2nd Key
● The Book of Revelation is written primarily about

things which must shortly take place from the
perspective of those who first received the book 

– 1:4—“the seven congregations in Asia”

– 1:9—“I, John, your brother and partaker in the
tribulation and kingdom and endurance in Jesus”

– 1:11—“the seven congregations” identified 
● The congregations are listed in the exact order a courier

would take as he delivered the message (next slide)

– Chapters 2 & 3—the seven congregations addressed



 

 



 

 

3rd Key
● The third key to unlock Revelation is implied by the

first and third verses
● The Book of Revelation was written to be understood

– Revelation was written to congregations of the first
century—written to them but for us (see Rom. 15:4)

● How many times have you heard someone say, “I can't
understand the Book of Revelation”? 

● Too many believe they can't understand Revelation
– Implied by ἀποκάλυψις (apokalupsis; 1:1)—

“revelation, what is revealed, disclosure, to make
information known with an implication that the
information can be understood” (Mounce)



 

 

3rd Key
– “Blessed is he who reads . . . and keep . . .” (1:3)

● Suppose God said, “You're blessed if you read it. You're
blessed if you heed it. But you can't understand it”

● If I can't understand it, how can I keep it?  
● And if I can't understand it and if I can't keep it, then

how can I obtain the blessing? 
● In order to obtain the blessing, we must understand it

– The clear purpose of the writing of Revelation is so that
we can understand it, so that we can keep it, so that
we can be blessed

– Some things may be difficult to understand—but not all 
things and not most things (2 Pet. 3:15-16)



 

 

From Hearing to Understanding
– “Blessed is he who reads . . . and keep . . .” (1:3)

● There would be a designated reader of the entire
book at each congregation

– They did not read or hear Revelation as we usually
do—one chapter at time—but in its entirety

– It was not sectioned off into chapter and verse
divisions as we now have

– To our way of thinking, however, they would hear it
read from Rev. 1:1—Rev. 22:21

– We should be able to make it through the entire book
in about 45 minutes to one hour

– For the most part, the Book of Revelation was
originally communicated through the spoken word
(Rom. 10:17) 



 

 

From Hearing to Understanding
Why was Revelation primarily communicated
through the spoken word in the first century?

Bart Ehrman says, “Several significant studies of literacy have
appeared in recent years showing just how low literacy rates
were in antiquity. The most frequently cited study is by
Columbia professor William Harris in a book titled Ancient
Literacy.  By thoroughly examining all the surviving evidence,
Harris draws the compelling though surprising conclusion that
in the very best of times in the ancient world, only about 10
percent of the population could read at all and possibly copy
out writing on a page. Far fewer than this, of course, could
compose a sentence, let alone a story, let alone an entire
book. And who were the people in this 10 percent?



 

 

From Hearing to Understanding
“They were the upper-class elite who had the time, money,
and leisure to afford an education. This is not an apt
description of Jesus’s disciples. They were not upper-crust
aristocrats.

In Roman Palestine the situation was even bleaker. The most
thorough examination of literacy in Palestine is by a professor
of Jewish studies at the University of London, Catherine
Hezser, who shows that in the days of Jesus probably only 3
percent of Jews in Palestine were literate. Once again, these
would be the people who could read and maybe write their
names and copy words. Far fewer could compose sentences,
paragraphs, chapters, and books. And once again, these
would have been the urban elites.”
Source: Ehrman, Bart D. (2012-03-20). Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth
(Kindle Locations 702-712). Harper Collins, Inc.. Kindle Edition. Via
http://blogforthelordjesuscurrentevents.com/2012/04/02/bart-ehrman-on-literacy-in-the-first-century/



 

 

Our Failure to Understand
– “Blessed is he who reads . . . and keep . . .” (1:3)

● The first century Christians knew that Revelation was a
message they were to understand

● There are too many congregations of God's people
today who don't study Revelation either because they
think it's too controversial or too complicated

● In some congregational Bible studies they may go from
Matthew to Jude and then all the way back to
Genesis . . . and Revelation is completely skipped

● We've done the church a great disservice by not
studying and learning and teaching and preaching from
this God-breathed, soul-stirring and motivating book



 

 

Our Failure to Understand
● Perhaps as much of a disservice to the church, we've

done a disservice to the world by failing to understand
and teach Revelation due to our lack of zeal

– That may be part of the reason so much error now
being taught runs rampantly throughout the world

– Premillennialism is taught on nearly every corner of
the religious world 

● The belief in an earthly millennial (1,000 year) reign
of Christ, including a rapture of the faithful occurring
either before or after the so-called “tribulation” prior
to the earthly reign

● This false teaching is called "premillennialism"
because it holds that Jesus will physically return to
earth prior to the beginning of the Millennium



 

 

3rd Key
● We've got to get it through our heads that we can

understand Revelation
● Not only that we can understand Revelation but we

must understand it or we will never be able to teach it
● The goal of understanding Revelation:

– To obtain God's blessing now and eternally
● “Be faithful to death . . .” (2:10) 

– To teach others the truth of its message that they too
may obtain the blessing



 

 

4th Key
● The Book of Revelation was written to comfort

persecuted Christians of the first century
– Methods used to torture and persecute

● Crucifixion
– Jesus; Peter (tradition: upside down) 

● Stoning
– Stephen (Acts 7:58-60); Paul (Acts 14:19)

● Flogging (by whip or rod)
– Mt. 27:26 (scourging by whip)
– 2 Cor. 11:24 (whip), 25 (rod)
– Illustration of scourging next slide



 

 



 

 

Persecution
– Possible methods used to torture and kill Christians

● Burned to death
– Whether at the stake or otherwise

● Boiled to death
– “Boiling water causes almost instant first-degree

burns and will cause third-degree burns after 10
minutes. Eventually, the flesh will slough away deep
into the muscle, and death is usually marked by the
water turning red as it finally breaches the blood
vessels. Tradition holds that John the Apostle, who
wrote the Gospel of John, survived without harm after
being boiled in a cauldron of oil, after which he was
exiled to Patmos Island in the Aegean” (Source:
http://listverse.com/2013/09/24/10-horrifying-tortures-of-early-christians)



 

 

Persecution
– Possible methods used to torture and kill Christians

● Cooked to death
– Bound and laid naked on metal plates that were

heated red-hot by a bed of coals
● Dragged to death

– Possibly by a wild horse or a bull
● Death in the Colosseum

– “The Colosseum is generally regarded by Christians
as a site of the martyrdom of large numbers of
believers during the persecution of Christians in the
Roman Empire, as evidenced by Church history and
tradition” (Wikipedia)

– Pictures and illustration next 3 slides



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Persecution
– Possible methods used to torture and kill Christians

● Skinned
– “Removal of the skin is so excruciating that victims

invariably passed out multiple times during the torture.
To prevent this, they were usually hung [sic; hanged]
upside down so the excess blood flow to their brains
forced them to remain conscious. The skin is not easy
to remove, and torturers rarely made an effort to
remove it in one piece unless they wanted a trophy.
Typically, the skin was sliced into strips, then each
strip peeled from the body with the aid of a knife.
Often, the skin was thrown into a fire or to animals, or
dangled before the victim’s eyes”
(http://listverse.com/2013/09/24/10-horrifying-tortures-of-early-christians)



 

 

Persecution
– Possible methods used to torture and kill Christians

● Sewn into skins and eaten by dogs
– “This torture was devised by Nero himself, not merely

to cause Christians pain but to entertain him and his
guests. Nero was infamously rumored to have
crucified Christians on trees in his gardens, coated
them with wax, and set them on fire to light his nightly
walks (he evidently didn’t mind the stench). Others he
ordered sewn into hides—any large animal was
skinned, and the prepared skin sewn around the
victim except for the head, hands, and feet. Then
ravenous dogs were set loose. The victim could only
scuttle around on all fours like a crab. Nero was said
to have laughed heartily as the dogs gnawed at the
skin as they would a bone” (Ibid.)



 

 

4th Key
● The Book of Revelation was written to comfort

persecuted Christians of the first century
– God mentions persecution on nearly every page 

● “Tribulation/trouble” (1:9)
● Slander by those claiming to be Jews (2:9)
● Persecution would intensify (2:10) 
● Faithful Antipas was killed (2:13)
● Souls of the martyrs (6:9-10)
● “The great tribulation/trouble” (7:14)
● Death of the two witnesses (11:7)



 

 

4th Key
– God mentions persecution on nearly every page 

● The devil wages war against those who keep God's
commandments (12:17)

● The sea beast makes war against the saints (13:7) 
● The earth beast kills those who do not worship the

image of the first beast (13:15) 
● The prostitute is drunk with the blood of the saints

(17:6)
● The blood of prophets and of saints was shed in

Babylon (18:24)
● “The souls of those who had been beheaded for the

testimony of Jesus and for the word of God” (20:4)



 

 

4th Key
● The Book of Revelation was written to comfort

persecuted Christians of the first century
– I cannot believe that God would say so much about

persecution and that the persecution would intensify
and then not provide them with some kind of comfort

– With the mention of persecution, God also provides
comfort and encouragement throughout Revelation

● 2:10; 6:9-11; 7:14-17 
– The “blessed” statements and the “overcome”

statements provide comfort



 

 

4th Key
● The “blessed” statements communicate the idea of

receiving God's favor
– 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9
– 20:6

● 20:4—spiritual reign
● 20:6—spiritual resurrection; “they will be

priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with Him for a thousand years”
(NASB)

– 22:7, 14



 

 

5th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the 42 months

– In chapters 11-13, we find three different phrases:   
● 42 months; 1,260 days; “a time and times and half a time”

– 42 months (11:2; 13:5)
● “the holy city” (11:2; 21:2; 22:19)

– same as “the city of my God” (3:12)
– 1,260 days (11:3; 12:6) 

● 42 months = 1,260 days
– “a time and times and half a time” (12:14)

● a year + two years + half a year = 3 ½ years
● 42 months = 1,260 days = 3 ½ years
● Dan. 7:25; 12:7 

– saints/holy people = holy city (11:2)



 

 

5th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the 42 months

– Refers to a relatively short period of intense persecution
● Short in comparison to the period of the 1,000 years
● Not to be understood literally



 

 

6th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the dragon and

the two beasts
– The Dragon 

● “a huge red dragon that had seven heads and ten horns
and on its heads were seven crowns” (12:3, Mounce)

● “And the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might
devour her child” (12:4, NASB)

– The woman = faithful Israel
– The male child = Christ



 

 

6th Key
– The Dragon

● Do you like to work crossword puzzles?
– Plug in what you do know to help you with what you

don't know
● “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of

old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him” (12:9, NASB)

– The serpent's tempting of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3)
– The devil is still doing his deceptive work

● “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years” (20:2, NASB)



 

 

6th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the dragon and

the two beasts
– The First Beast (13:1-10; 17:3, 8-14)

● Rises out of the sea (13:1)
● Scarlet (red or bright red; 17:3)
● 7 heads and 10 horns (13:1; 17:3, 7)
● Body like a leopard, feet like a bear, mouth like a lion

(13:2)
● “And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and

great authority” (13:2)
● Like Daniel’s fourth beast—a fourth kingdom (Dan. 7:7,

23-25)



 

 

6th Key
– The First Beast

● 13:5-7
– Makes war on saints (persecution)
– Has universal authority
– All worldly people worship the beast

● Rev. 17:9-10
– 7 heads = 7 hills/mountains
– 7 heads = 7 kings (emperors)
– Where there is a king, there is a kingdom
– A king is the head of a kingdom

● “five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come”
– Existed at the time Revelation was written

– What kingdom had such kings (emperors)? Rome



 

 

6th Key
– The Second Beast (13:11-17)

● Rises out of the the earth
● Two horns like a lamb
● Speaks like a dragon
● Exercises all the authority of the first beast in his

presence or by his authority
● Makes people worship the first beast
● Those who enforce emperor worship



 

 

7th Key
Revelation identifies the prostitute named Babylon



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “The judgment of the great prostitute who sits on many

waters” (17:1)
● Judgment (Jer. 51:11-13)
● Prostitute (alluring and seductive)

– Trying to lure people away from Christ
● Sitting (17:3, 9, 15)

– Suggests her powerful influence to control people and
the beast (also 18:7)

– The sitting of God, Jesus, elders and saints indicates
rule, authority and control (3:21; 4:2-4; 11:16; 20:4)



 

 

“Roma” Coin



 

 

“Roma” Coin



 

 

7 Hills of Rome



 

 

“Caesar Vespasian”



 

 

Roma/Vespasian
● Caesar Vespasian 

– Roman emperor (AD 69-79)
● July 1, 69 – June 23, 79

– His image and inscription on coin
● Minted around AD 70
● The coin indicates common knowledge that Rome sits

on 7 hills



 

 

Mater Deum ("Mother of the gods")



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– The kings of the earth committed fornication with her (17:2)

● Fornication is symbolic of idolatry
● Cooperation with Babylon ensures financial security (cf.

2:9, 13; 13:16-17)
● The nations did not resist Babylon's offer (14:8; 18:3, 9)

– “Those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the
wine of her fornication” (17:2)

● “Those who dwell on the earth”—evil people
– 3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8, 12, 14; 17:8   

● Drunkenness = spiritual blindness (Is. 29:9; Hos. 4:11-12)



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “Those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the

wine of her fornication” (17:2)
● “She has made to drink” (14:8)—forced to “drink” 

– Partaking of the idolatrous demands of Roman society
● Idolatry is linked directly with fornication

– 2:14, 20-21; 9:21 
● “The wine of her fornication” (also 14:8; 18:3)

– Perhaps an allusion to the imperial cult where wine
offerings to Caesar as a deity were sometimes required



 

 



 

 

7th Key: Babylon Identified



 

 

7th Key: Babylon Identified



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– Sits “on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having

seven heads and ten horns” (17:3)
● Same as the first beast (13:1)

– “Clothed in purple and scarlet and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls” (17:4)

● Worldly, royal, economic power luxuriously arrayed (18:16)
● The items of her attire occur in a list of trade products

(18:12-14)
● Clothed with trade products = prosperous trade system
● She symbolizes a culture of financial prosperity



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “Clothed in purple and scarlet and adorned with gold and

precious stones and pearls” (17:4)
● Seductive clothing of a prostitute (Jer. 4:30)

– Babylon seduces through economic prosperity
● Colors of royalty; Color of blood (persecution; 12:3; 17:3)

– The harlot of Jeremiah is clothed in scarlet/crimson (4:30)
and on her “skirts is found the lifeblood of the innocent
poor” (2:34; NASB)

– “Having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and
the filthiness of her fornication” (17:4)

● Jer. 51:7-8



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “Having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and

the filthiness of her fornication” (17:4)
● Jer. 51:7-8
● “abominations”/“unclean things”/“fornication” = idolatry

– 16:13-14—“unclean” is used of deceptive, demonic spirits
from the dragon, the beast and the false prophet

– 18:2—Babylon, a place of idolatry
● “demons” and “every unclean spirit”

– 21:27—“defiling/unclean,” “abomination,” “lying”
– 1 Thess. 2:3—“uncleanness/impurity” linked with deceit 

● Babylon's intoxicating influence deceives people into
idolatry (= fornication; 17:2) for economic gain 



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “On her forehead a name was written, a mystery:  

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE PROSTITUTES
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH” (17:5)

● Names written on foreheads indicate true character and
allegiance

– To God (7:3; 14:1; 22:4)
– To Satan (13:16-17; 14:9-11; 20:4)
– To the beast (17:5)

● Seductive and idolatrous
– Background may be the reported practice of Roman

prostitutes, who had their names written on bands
across their foreheads (Seneca, Controversiae 1.2.7)



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “On her forehead a name was written, a mystery” (17:5)

● No significant difference whether “mystery” is part of the
title or part of the introduction to the title along with
“having been written” (γεγραμμένον, a perfect participle)

– “Mystery” describes a hidden meaning of “Babylon the
Great” that requires additional revelatory explanation  

● Perhaps some background is the goddess Roma
– The latin word for “love” is amor 
– Amor  spelled backward is Roma
– Rome would then be pictured as a harlot, the opposite

of true love (Aune, Harper's Bible Commentary, 1315)



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “On her forehead a name was written, a mystery” (17:5)

● Mystery: “a matter to the knowledge of which initiation
is necessary; a secret which would remain such but for
revelation; a hidden meaning of a symbol” (Mounce) 

– Indicates fulfillment of prophecy, probably in an
unexpected way

– Mt. 13:11; Rom. 11:25; 16:25-26; 1 Cor. 2:7; 15:51;
Eph. 3:3-6; Col. 1:26; 2 Thess. 2:7

● Mt. 13:11-35—“mysteries” refers to the hidden meaning
of Jesus' parables and to their explanation concerning
the kingdom's unexpected form, indicating prophecy
being fulfilled, which Jesus explains (vv. 13-15)



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “On her forehead a name was written, a mystery” (17:5)

● Daniel 4:9—“secret” (KJV, NKJV, YLT); “mystery”
(NASB, NRSV, NIV)

– The LXX and Theodotion's Greek translation have
μυστήριον (mystērion, “mystery”; Dan. 4:9)

● Confirms the Daniel background since “mystery”
(Dan. 4:9) serves to introduce Nebuchadnezzar's
pride and later judgment (Dan. 4:19-33) 
– “Mystery” in Daniel (2:18-19, 27-30, 47)
– “Mystery” in Revelation (1:20; 10:7; 17:5, 7)

● “Mystery” is something prophesied and will be
fulfilled according to God's words (10:7; 17:5, 17)  



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– Babylon

● The world empire that took Israel into captivity
– Israelites were tempted and pressured to conform to

Babylon's idolatry
● Loyalty led to persecution 

– Fiery furnace (Daniel 3)
– Lion's den (Daniel 6)

● The Roman Empire put Christians in the same situation
as Israel was in under Babylon (oppression/persecution) 

– 11:7-10



 

 

7th Key
● Additional sources referring to Rome as Babylon 

– 1 Pet. 5:13
– 4 Ezra (aka 2 Esdras; end of 1st century AD): 

“He said to me, 'This is the interpretation of this vision
that you have seen: The eagle that you saw coming up
from the sea is the fourth kingdom that appeared in a
vision to your brother Daniel'” (4 Ezra 12:10-11) 

● 4 Ezra applies Daniel's eagle metaphor for Babylon
(Dan. 7:4) to Rome as “the fourth kingdom” 

● “An aquila, or eagle, was a prominent symbol used
in ancient Rome, especially as the standard of a
Roman legion” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquila_(Roman))

● The Roman eagles represented Rome 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquila_(Roman)


 

 

Augustus of Prima Porta
Marble statue of Augustus during the first years of

Tiberius' reign as emperor (AD 14 — AD 37)



 

 

Detail of the central breastplate relief on the
statue of Augustus of Prima Porta shows

the return of the Aquila lost to the Parthians



 

 

Roman Funerary Sculpture, 1st—2nd Century
The eagle symbolizes good and the serpent

represents evil



 

 

Nero/Roman Eagle (AD 63-64)



 

 

Vespasian/Eagle (AD 76)



 

 

Vespasian/SPQR (AD 73)



 

 

SPQR
● SPQR: Senātus Populusque Rōmānus

– Translated literally as "The Roman Senate and
People", or more freely as "The Senate and People
of Rome" (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SPQR)

● “The two legal entities mentioned, Senātus and the
Populus Rōmānus, are sovereign when combined.
However, where populus is sovereign alone, Senātus
is not. Under the Roman Kingdom neither entity was
sovereign. The phrase, therefore, can be dated to no
earlier than the foundation of the Republic. This
signature continued in use under the Roman Empire”
(Ibid.)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SPQR


 

 

SPQR is still the municipal symbol of the
city of Rome (modern manhole cover)



 

 

7th Key
● Additional sources referring to Rome as Babylon 

– “The Sibylline Oracles are a valuable source for information
about Classical mythology and early first millennium
Gnostic, Jewish and Christian beliefs. Some apocalyptic
passages scattered throughout seem to adumbrate themes
of John's Book of Revelation and other Apocalyptic
literature” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibylline_Oracles)

– “That use of the Sibylline Oracles was not always exclusive
to Christians is shown by an extract from Book III
concerning the Tower of Babel as quoted by the Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus, in the late 1st century AD” (Ibid)

● “5.159-61 may even equate Rome and Babylon through
phraseology alluding to the judgment of 'Babylon itself,
and the land of Italy on whose account many faithful
saints of the hebrews have perished, and the true
people'” (Beale, 755)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibylline_Oracles


 

 

7th Key
● Additional sources referring to Rome as Babylon 

– 2 Baruch (late 1st century—early 2nd century AD) 
● “Chapters 35–40: Baruch, while sitting in the ruins of the

Temple lamenting, receives a new revelation in the form
of the following vision: in his sleep, he sees a wood
surrounded by rocks and crags, and, opposite the wood,
a growing vine, beneath which flows a spring. The
spring runs quietly as far as the wood, where it waxes to
a mighty stream, overwhelming the wood and leaving
only one cedar standing. This cedar, too, is finally swept
away and carried to the vine. God explains the meaning
of the vision to Baruch. The wood is the mighty, fourth
power (probably the Roman Empire); the spring is the
dominion of the Messiah; and the vine is the Messiah
himself, who will destroy the last hostile ruler on Mount
Zion” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2_Baruch) 



 

 

7th Key
● Additional sources referring to Rome as Babylon 

– Targum Lam. 1:19 may date to the 8th century AD
● “Jerusalem said, when she was delivered into the

hand of Nebuchadnezzar, 'I called to my friends, the
sons of the nations, with whom I had made treaties to
come to my aid. But they deceived me and turned to
destroy me.' (These are the Romans who entered
with Titus and the wicked Vespasian and they built
siege works against Jerusalem.)” 

– Midrash Rabbah Num. 7.10; Midrash Pss. 137.1, 8
● 11th-12th century AD
● Generally believed to have been written in reaction to

the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, identifying Rome as
Babylon (2 Bar. 11:1; 33:2; 67:7; 79:1)



 

 

7th Key
– Beale points out, "there is not one example of

'Babylon' ever being a symbolic name for Israel, either
before or after 70 A.D. This does not mean such an
application is impossible, but the burden of proof rests
on those maintaining the Babylon = Jerusalem
identification. Indeed, there is a general OT precedent
in that a few of the prophets sometimes refer to Israel
as 'Sodom' or 'Egypt' (e.g., Isa. 1:10; 3:9; Jer. 23:14;
Ezek. 16:44-58)" (25)

● Not long after Revelation was written, Rome—not
Jerusalem—would intensify its persecution of
Christians to paint the picture of “being drunk with the
blood of the saints” (17:6)



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “Babylon the Great”

● Dan. 4:30 LXX (only occurrence in OT)
– The concept of “Babylon the Magnificent” or “Babylon

the Famous”
● Rev. 14:8→Is. 21:9

– Declaration of judgment
– Idols of Babylon destroyed
– “Fallen, fallen” expresses Babylon's future fall as

though it has already occurred
● Anticipates the big picture of Babylon's fall

– 16:19; 18:2, 9-20→the world mourns Babylon's fall



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “The mother of the prostitutes and of the abominations

of the earth”
● The combination of “prostitute” and “abomination” refers

to idolatry 
● “The mother of the prostitutes” = “The mother of idolaters”

– Rome's influence over the system of idolatry helped
ensure its economic security

– Rome provided economic prosperity to those who were
faithful to the idolatrous system of which Rome was the
mother 



 

 

7th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies the prostitute

named Babylon (17:1-19:5)
– “Drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood

of the martyrs of Jesus” (17:6)
– John's shock (appalled) (17:6)
– Explanation of the mystery of the woman and of the

beast (17:7-18)
● “The seven heads are seven mountains on which the

woman sits” (17:9) 
● “and they are seven kings” (17:10)

– 7 kings = 7 emperors
– Not 7 kingdoms



 

 

7th Key
● “and they are seven kings” (17:10)

– 5 fallen (dead); 1 is (ruling); 1 not yet come (future)
● 5 Dead: Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero

– 3 usurpers excluded: Galba, Otho and Vitellius
● Galba seized power after Nero's suicide, with

support of the Spanish legions (Wikipedia)

● Otho was appointed by Praetorian Guard (Ibid.)

● Vitellius seized power with support of German
Legions (Ibid.)

● 1 Ruling: Vespasian
● 1 Future: Titus

– The 7th rules for a short time
● Titus' death: due to fever, September 13, AD 81
● Titus ruled 2 years, 2 months and 20 days

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_emperors


 

 

7th Key
● “The beast that was and is not, is himself also an eighth,

and is of the seven, and is going to destruction” (17:11)
– The 8th emperor: Domitian (Titus' brother)

● Nero persecuted Christians because he blamed them
for the great fire of Rome
– Beale says, “There is no evidence that Nero's

persecution of Christians in Rome extended also to
Asia Minor, where the churches addressed in the
Apocalyse are located. But John may have seen the
outbreak of persecution in Rome as the first step of
expanding persecutions elsewhere in the Empire” (12) 

– In Revelation, persecution results from refusal to
worship the beast (13:15)—the entire idolatrous
system—worship of the trade guild deities and the
Roman emperor 



 

 

7th Key
● “The beast that was and is not, is himself also an eighth,

and is of the seven, and is going to destruction” (17:11)
– The 8th emperor: Domitian (Titus' brother)

● Pliny the Younger (AD 61–c. 113) who served as an
imperial magistrate under emperor Trajan (reigned AD
98–117) describes Domitian as a “beast” 
– In Panegyricus, Pliny presents Domitian as “that

most enormous beast,” who “would lick up his
relative’s blood at one moment, then emerged at
another moment to murder and kill the leading
citizens” (Paneg. 48.3; James Uden, “The Invisibility of Juvenal,” 
Ph.D. diss., 121-122)

http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/item/ac:132044


 

 

7th Key
● “The beast that was and is not, is himself also an eighth,

and is of the seven, and is going to destruction” (17:11)
– The 8th emperor: Domitian (Titus' brother)

● Pliny the Younger (AD 61–c. 113) who served as an
imperial magistrate under emperor Trajan (reigned AD
98–117) describes Domitian as a “beast” 
– In Panegyricus, Pliny presents Domitian as “that

most enormous beast,” who “would lick up his
relative’s blood at one moment, then emerged at
another moment to murder and kill the leading
citizens” (Paneg. 48.3; James Uden, “The Invisibility of Juvenal,” 
Ph.D. diss., 121-122)

http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/item/ac:132044


 

 

7th Key

● The Temple of Domitian and the colossal statue of Domitian may
provide a further link to “the image of the beast” (Rev. 13:15;
pictures next two slides)

– Parallel to Dan. 3:1-18

– Nebuchadnezzar's gold image: 90 feet tall

– Death to all who did not worship the image (Dan. 3:6, 11, 15)



 

 



 

 



 

 

7th Key
● “The beast that was and is not, is himself also an eighth,

and is of the seven, and is going to destruction” (17:11)
– Beale states, “Pliny says that among the Christians

persecuted under Domitian were both Roman citizens
and noncitizens, and he links these persecuted persons
of the past with Christians 'of all ranks and ages, and of
both sexes,' including even 'female slaves' and people
living in 'cities . . ., villages and rural districts.' Even if
Domitian's only motive were to purge aristocrats, using
Christianity as an excuse to charge some of them, this
would still have been viewed by Christians as
persecution, especially if many were so charged. In fact,
the usual basis for persecution from 100 A.D. on was
disloyalty to Rome, evidenced in refusal to worship the
emperor as a deity” (7)



 

 

Pliny's Letter to Trajan
Pliny, Letters 10.96

It is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all matters
concerning which I am in doubt. For who can better give
guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignorance? I have
never participated in trials of Christians. I therefore do not
know what offenses it is the practice to punish or
investigate, and to what extent. And I have been not a little
hesitant as to whether there should be any distinction on
account of age or no difference between the very young
and the more mature; whether pardon is to be granted for
repentance, or, if a man has once been a Christian, it does
him no good to have ceased to be one; whether the name
itself, even without offenses, or only the offenses
associated with the name are to be punished.



 

 

Pliny's Letter to Trajan
Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to
me as Christians, I have observed the following procedure:
I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians;
those who confessed I interrogated a second and a third
time, threatening them with punishment; those who
persisted I ordered executed. For I had no doubt that,
whatever the nature of their creed, stubbornness and
inflexible obstinacy surely deserve to be punished. There
were others possessed of the same folly; but because they
were Roman citizens, I signed an order for them to be
transferred to Rome.



 

 

Pliny's Letter to Trajan
Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, because of
the proceedings going on, and several incidents occurred. An
anonymous document was published containing the names
of many persons. Those who denied that they were or had
been Christians, when they invoked the gods in words
dictated by me, offered prayer with incense and wine to your
image, which I had ordered to be brought for this purpose
together with statues of the gods, and moreover cursed
Christ—none of which those who are really Christians, it is
said, can be forced to do—these I thought should be
discharged. Others named by the informer declared that they
were Christians, but then denied it, asserting that they had
been but had ceased to be, some three years before, others
many years, some as much as twenty-five years. They all
worshipped your image and the statues of the gods, and
cursed Christ.



 

 

Pliny's Letter to Trajan
They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their
fault or error had been that they were accustomed to meet on
a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to
Christ as to a god, and to bind themselves by oath, not to
some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or adultery, not
falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called
upon to do so. When this was over, it was their custom to
depart and to assemble again to partake of food--but ordinary
and innocent food. Even this, they affirmed, they had ceased
to do after my edict by which, in accordance with your
instructions, I had forbidden political associations.
Accordingly, I judged it all the more necessary to find out
what the truth was by torturing two female slaves who were
called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but
depraved, excessive superstition.



 

 

Pliny's Letter to Trajan
I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to
consult you. For the matter seemed to me to warrant
consulting you, especially because of the number involved.
For many persons of every age, every rank, and also of
both sexes are and will be endangered. For the contagion
of this superstition has spread not only to the cities but also
to the villages and farms. But it seems possible to check
and cure it. It is certainly quite clear that the temples, which
had been almost deserted, have begun to be frequented,
that the established religious rites, long neglected, are
being resumed, and that from everywhere sacrificial
animals are coming, for which until now very few
purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy to imagine
what a multitude of people can be reformed if an
opportunity for repentance is afforded.



 

 

Trajan's Letter to Pliny
Pliny, Letters 10.97

You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in sifting
the cases of those who had been denounced to you as
Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any general
rule to serve as a kind of fixed standard. They are not to be
sought out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, they
are to be punished, with this reservation, that whoever
denies that he is a Christian and really proves it--that is, by
worshiping our gods--even though he was under suspicion
in the past, shall obtain pardon through repentance. But
anonymously posted accusations ought to have no place in
any prosecution. For this is both a dangerous kind of
precedent and out of keeping with the spirit of our age.

http://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/texts/pliny.html

http://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/texts/pliny.html


 

 

Domitian: 8th King
– The Temple of Domitian (now known as the Temple

of the Sabastoi) and the colossal statue of Domitian
may provide a further link to “the image of the beast”
(Rev. 13:15)
● Ephesus was given imperial permission to build an

Emperor Temple—permission to be the temple
warden—which was a great honor  
http://www.ephesus.us/ephesus/templeofdomitian.htm; 
http://www.kusadasi.biz/ephesus/domitian.html

– In appreciation the Ephesians built a statue
● “This akrolithic statue, made of a wooden body, now

disintegrated, and stone extremities, stood about 25 ft
tall (Friesen 1993b: 63, 1993a: 62). The left hand had
a groove in it where a spear was placed. This
description accords historically with Ephesian coins
depicting the Temple of the Sabastoi with a statue in
front holding a spear (Friesen 1993b: 63)” 
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/Domitian-Part-1

http://www.ephesus.us/ephesus/templeofdomitian.htm
http://www.kusadasi.biz/ephesus/domitian.html
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2010/01/18/The-King-and-I-The-Apostle-John-and-Emperor-Domitian-Part-1.aspx#Article


 

 

Domitian: 8th King

● In addition to written evidence from Seutonius, Pliny the Younger and
Dio Cassius, numismatic (coin) evidence confirms Domitian's desire
to be worshiped as a deity (see Rev. 13:8, 12, 15) 

– Coin clearly indicating deification of Domitian's son

– Domitian on the obverse and on the reverse Domitian and
Domitia's infant son, born in AD 73 and who died in the
second year after Domitian became emperor (AD 82) 



 

 



 

 

Domitian: 8th King
– Coin clearly indicating deification of Domitian's son

● The child is seated on a globe with his arms
outstretched surrounded by seven stars 

● The inscription surrounding it, DIVUS
CAESARIMP DOMITIANIF, means “the divine
Caesar, son of the emperor Domitian” 

● The globe represents world dominion and power
● Stars typically symbolized the divine nature 
● The infant is pictured as a son of a god and as

conqueror of the world
● If he was the son of a god, then who was a god?

– Domitian! (http://www.biblearchaeology.org/Domitian-Part-1)

http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2010/01/18/The-King-and-I-The-Apostle-John-and-Emperor-Domitian-Part-1.aspx#Article


 

 

Domitian: 8th King
– Coin clearly indicating deification of Domitian's son
– Contrast Domitian, the beast (or any Roman

emperor) and Jesus (Rev 1:12-16; 2:18)
● Jesus is all that the emperor is not!

– Jesus is the holy, divine judge and ruler 
● The first image John sees of the Son of man is

that of “seven golden lampstands”
● The general background of the image:

– Exodus 25:31-40 (the golden lampstand and
seven lamps)

– Exodus 37:17-24 (Bezalel's making of the
golden lampstand and seven lamps)

– Numbers 8:1-4
– The most specific background of the image: 

● Zechariah 4



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Beast & Harlot Vs. Jesus
● The “seven spirits”

– 1:4-6 and “his eyes like a flame of fire” (1:14)
– “And to the messenger of the congregation in Sardis

write, ‘These things says he who has the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead” (3:1)

– “Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne,
which are the seven spirits of God” (4:5)

– “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne
and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the
elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth” (5:6)



 

 

The Beast & Harlot Vs. Jesus
● The “seven spirits”

– “the seven spirits that are before his throne” (Rev. 1:4),
perhaps referring to the sevenfold spirit of God

– Since the seven lamps of fire burning before the throne
“are the seven spirits of God” (4:5), perhaps the picture
is that the lamps (=spirits) are burning on “the seven
golden lampstands” (i.e., the congregations, 1:12, 20)

● The sevenfold spirit of God empowers the church to be
a light to the world (Mt. 5:14-16)

– Zech. 4:2-7, 10
● ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ (4:6)
● “They are the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro

throughout the whole earth” (4:10)



 

 

The Beast & Harlot Vs. Jesus
● The “seven spirits”

– The wording “seven spirits” is an allusion to Zech. 4:2-7,
10—which is evident from Rev. 4:5 and 5:6

– Zechariah 4 identifies the “seven lamps” as “the eyes of
the Lord, which scan to and fro throughout the whole
earth” (4:10)—a reference to God's presence/spirit (4:6)

● God's spirit (= the lamps on the lampstand) will bring
“Grace, grace” (4:7) to empower Israel (= the
lampstand) to rebuild the temple

– “Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits
who are before His throne (Rev. 1:4)

– New Israel, the church is empowered by God to stand
against the world (Rev. 1:12-20; Rom. 12:2) 



 

 

The Beast & Harlot Vs. Jesus
● The “seven spirits”

– It is possible that Is. 11:2ff (LXX) is included with
Zechariah 4 in the background of the “seven spirits”

● Text of Is. 11:2
– The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit

of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the Lord (NKJV)

– “and the Spirit of God shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and strength, the spirit of knowledge and godliness
shall fill him; the spirit of the fear of God. . . .” (11:2-
3; Brenton Septuagint Translation)



 

 

The Beast & Harlot Vs. Jesus
● The “seven spirits”

– It is possible that Is. 11:2ff (LXX) is included with
Zechariah 4 in the background of the “seven spirits”

● Rev. 5:5 alludes to Is. 11:1 
● Rev. 1:16 alludes to Is. 11:4
● God's sevenfold spirit (Is. 11:2-3) enables the Messiah

to establish his rule (Is. 11:3ff)
– This idea is implied in Rev. 1:4-5

● Rev. 3:1 expands it by explaining that Christ “has
the seven spirits of God” (some versions may
render it as “sevenfold Spirit”)



 

 

Note on “Stars” (Rev. 1:16, 20)
● The 7 stars = the messengers of the 7 churches (1:20)
● Beale says, “In Jewish writings the Zech. 4:2 lampstand

is said to symbolize the righteous in Israel and is equated
with the wise who will shine like the stars in Dan. 12:3”
(p. 211)
– “The Zechariah lampstand and the stars of Dan. 12:3 were

thus equated in Jewish writings, so that their combination in
Rev. 1:20 is natural . . .” (Ibid.)

● He points out, “the picture could be a polemic [attack]
against the imperial myth of an emperor's son who dies
and becomes a divine ruler over the stars of heaven,
since the title “ruler of the kings of the earth” in 1:5 likely
also has such a polemical connotation. If so, Christ's
universal sovereignty is also accented” (Ibid.)



 

 

Dating Considerations
(https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version)

● The “Syriac version” of the New Testament, which dates back
to the second century A.D., states that Revelation was written
during the reign of Nero making a date of 64-68 A.D

● The “Muratorian Fragment,” dating back to 170-190 A.D.,
states that this work of John was written during the reign of
Nero

● The “Aramaic Peshitta” version has a remark that places its
date prior to 70 A.D. The title page of Revelation states this
work of John was written right after the reign of Nero

● The “Monarchian Prologues,” that dates back to 250-350
A.D., claims that Paul also wrote to these seven churches
(possibly Romans which was a “circular letter,” it went out to
many addressees) following John’s Book, thus, placing the
book even before some of the other Pauline epistles

https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version


 

 

Dating Considerations
(https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version)

● A quote, arguably attributed to Papius (130 AD), states that
John the Apostle was martyred before the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70

● Roman law of exile:

Nero Caesar exiled John on the island of Patmos. Nero
died in 68 AD, and according to Roman law, those banned
by a prior Caesar would be released by the succeeding
Caesar. Thus, John would have been released from
Patmos around 68 AD. (John himself mentions he was at
Patmos when he received the Revelation)

https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version


 

 

Dating Considerations
(https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version)

● The condition of the Church in Asia Minor:

● John is clearly writing to the seven churches and
consequently to people being persecuted by Rome. Rome
was a bloodthirsty, pagan empire that oppressed its people,
especially Christians, who were considered criminals and
slaves and used for sadistic entertainment

● Peter also wrote to the Christians in Asia Minor around the
same time for an early date or a few years before John (1
Pet. 1:1-6; 4:12; 5:9). He notes that they were in extreme
persecution, suffering, and in dire anguish. This is similar to
John’s language and situation (Re 2:9; 3:9) and similar
situations recorded by Paul in Acts 13:50; 14:5,19; 17:5-
8,13; 18:12. Thus, the severity of the persecution is
consistent with an early date

https://biblicaleschatology.org/tag/syriac-version


 

 

7th Key
– Explanation of the mystery of the woman and of the beast

(17:7-18)
● “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have

received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for
one hour as kings with the beast” (17:12)

– The “ten kings” (17:12-17)= “the kings from the rising of
the sun” (16:12) = “the kings of the whole inhabited earth”
(16:14) = “the kings of the earth” (17:2, 18)

– According to Moulton and Milligan, the “hour” was “the
shortest period of time known to the ancients” (702)

● “These are of one mind, and they will give their power and
authority to the beast” (17:13)

– They reign with and submit to the beast
– God put it in their hearts to do his purpose—one purpose

(17:17)



 

 

7th Key
– Explanation of the mystery of the woman and of the beast

(17:7-18)
● “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have

received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for
one hour as kings with the beast” (17:12)

– The “ten kings” (17:12-17)= “the kings from the rising of
the sun” (16:12) = “the kings of the whole inhabited earth”
(16:14) = “the kings of the earth” (17:2, 18)

– According to Moulton and Milligan, the “hour” was “the
shortest period of time known to the ancients” (702)

● “These are of one mind, and they will give their power and
authority to the beast” (17:13)

– They reign with and submit to the beast
– God put it in their hearts to do his purpose—one purpose

(17:17)



 

 

7th Key
● “These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will

overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings;
and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and
faithful” (17:14)

– From the language of defeat (Dan. 7:21; Rev. 11:7) to the
thrill of victory

– Answers the question, “Who is like the beast? Who is able
to make war with him?” (Rev. 13:4)

● “Then he said to me, 'The waters which you saw, where
the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and
tongues'” (17:15)

– Jer. 51:13—waters of the Euphrates and the channels
and canals surrounding Babylon—aided economic gain
and provided security against attack



 

 

7th Key
● “And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will

hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh
and burn her with fire” (17:16)

– Babylon pictured as a harlot indicates Roman society's
economic-idolatrous pagan system

– The Goths and Huns eventually invade the Roman Empire
in the fifth and sixth centuries

– Some argue that Rome's destruction of Jerusalem fulfills
this description since they believe Rome seduced Israel
into idolatry and then betrayed Israel by destroying it

● Actually, the opposite is true: Jerusalem never accepted
Roman idolatry, which was a major reason Rome destroyed
Jerusalem

● Jerusalem never fully allied itself with Rome
● Revelation depicts the harlot as having a much stronger

spiritual and economic alliance than Jerusalem ever had
with the Roman Empire



 

 

7th Key
● “For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to

be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast,
until the words of God are fulfilled” (17:17)

– Similar to Rom. 1:24, 26, 28 and Pharaoh (Rom. 9:17);
2 Thess. 2:9-12

● “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which
reigns over the kings of the earth” (17:18)

– In the first century, the picture presented to the
congregations of Asia Minor of a city that ruled the world
was far more likely Rome than the anything-but-world-
power of the city of Jerusalem

– “. . . the influence of Jerusalem was at its lowest in the
two centuries preceding A.D. 70, whereas Babylon's
demise in Revelation 17-18 is an immediate fall from
great power and prosperity” (Beale, 889)



 

 

7th Key
● “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which

reigns over the kings of the earth” (17:18)
– The harlot's universal outreach with “sorcery” by which

“all the nations were deceived” (18:23) appropriately
describes Rome's idolatrous influence 

● Idolatry and sorcery directly linked (Rev. 9:20-21; Gal.
5:20)



 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Occurrences and use of “kingdom” in Revelation
● 1:6—“and he made us a kingdom, priests to God and his

Father; to him is the glory and the dominion into the
infinities of the infinities. Amen” (Majority Text; Translation mine) 

– The kingdom is composed of priests
– In 1:6 the Peshitta is translated “and has made us a

spiritual kingdom” (Dr. George Lamsa's English Peshitta
translation, http://www.dukhrana.com/peshitta/index.php)

– Allusion to Ex. 19:6—“And you shall be to Me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation” 

● “Royal priesthood” or “priestly kingdom”?
– LXX: “And you shall be to me a royal priesthood

and a holy nation” (Brenton)

http://www.dukhrana.com/peshitta/index.php


 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Occurrences and use of “kingdom” in Revelation
● 1:6—“and he made us a kingdom, priests to God and his

Father; to him is the glory and the dominion into the infinities of
the infinities. Amen” (Majority Text; Translation mine) 

– Allusion to Ex. 19:6—“And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” 

● “Royal priesthood” or “priestly kingdom”?
– LXX: “And you shall be to me a royal priesthood and

a holy nation” (Brenton)
– “There is some ambiguity whether this phrase in

Exodus is to be understood as a 'royal priesthood' or
as a 'priestly kingdom,' but the difference is not
significant since both can include reference to kingly
and priestly elements” (Beale, 193)



 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Allusion to Ex. 19:6—“And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” 

● “Royal priesthood” or “priestly kingdom”?
– Ex. 19:6 summarizes God's purpose for Israel that

they were to be a kingly and priestly nation, glorifying
God by being witnesses to the Gentiles (e.g. Is.
43:10-13)—which they did not fulfill (e.g. Is. 40-55)

● 1 Pet. 2:5-10 applies Ex. 19:6 to the church as a
priestly witness

– “But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people, that you may proclaim the praises of
Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9)



 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Occurrences and use of “kingdom” in Revelation
● 1:6—“and he made us a kingdom, priests to God and his

Father; to him is the glory and the dominion into the
infinities of the infinities. Amen” (Majority Text; Translation mine) 

● 1:9—“I John, your brother and sharer in the affliction and
kingdom and patient endurance in Christ Jesus” (Majority Text;
Translation mine)

– “the affliction and kingdom and patient endurance”
● “If the single article has significance, then the three

nouns mutually interpret one another, and, especially,
all three are to be understood as having their frame of
reference 'in Jesus'” (Beale, 201)



 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Occurrences and use of “kingdom” in Revelation
● 1:9—“I John, your brother and sharer in the affliction and

kingdom and patient endurance in Christ Jesus” (Majority Text;
Translation mine)

– “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men the most pitiable” (1 Cor. 15:19)

– “Why are we also in danger every hour?” (1 Cor. 15:30)
– 2 Cor. 5:1-10
– Phil. 3:20
– Heb. 9:27



 

 

8th Key
● The Book of Revelation identifies a spiritual rather than a

physical kingdom

– Occurrences and use of “kingdom” in Revelation
● 5:10—“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to

our God; and they will reign upon the earth” [“kings,” MT]
● 11:15—“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom

of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and
ever”

● 12:10
● 16:10
● 17:12, 17



 

 

Memorization
(Revelation)

● Rev. 7:10b—“Salvation . . .”

● Rev. 8:1—“When He . . .”

● Rev. 9:21—“And they . . .”
● Rev. 12:11—“And they ________ him by the

_____ of the ____ and by the ___ of their
_________, and they did not ____ their _____
to the _____”
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